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Chin itched 
For 21/2 Years 

FBI Thpped Phone, 
Intercepted Mail 

By Caryte Murphy 

Washington Pmf Staff Water 


The FBI suspecting 2'/t years 
that retired CIA analyst Larry 
Wu-Tai Chin was spying for China, 
intercepted his mail, tapped his 
home telephone phone and 
searched his luggage at Dulles In- 
ternational Airport as he left for a 
trip to Hong Kong, according to 
papers filed yesterday in federal 
court m Alexandria. 

During th» period of intense sur- 
veillance, Chin continued to work as 
a consultant for the CIA, from which 
he retired in 1981, and at one point 
was asked to return to the agency 
uii time, according to his lawyer 

^ OU 5 ce l f f4mi,iar with the case 
Mid the CIA cooperated with the 

** nJ nves ^ ®*tion from its inception 
Prosecutors have notified Chin’s 
lawyers that they plan to use the 
electronically gathered evidence at 
his Feb 4 trial on charges of espi- 
onage. Until now, much of the pros- 
ecution evidence made public has 
rested on statements Chin made 
during a six-hour interview with 
PBI agents on Nov. 22, the night he 
was arrested. 8 

Chin,. 63, who also is charged with 
c ?"«P»racy tyd income tax and finan- 
cial reporting violations, appeared 
yesterday in,U.S. District Court for a 
hearing that was closed under the 
Classified Information Procedures 
Act, according to Assistant U.S. At- 
torney Joseph J. Aronica. 

Chin's attorney, Jacob A. Stein, 


uci.micu co say What happened dur- 
ing the hearing and Aronica would 
say only that "informal agreements 
on how we will proceed” were dis- 
cussed. 

Papers filed Thursday in prepa- 
ration for yesterday’s hearing said 
the session was to hear arguments 
from Chin s attorneys that evidence 
from the luggage search should be 
suppressed on grounds that it vio- 
lated Chin’s constitutional rights. 
They had also asked U.S. District 
Judge Albert V. Bryan Jr. to facil- 
itate their review of classified sum- 
maries of “tens of thousands of 
monitored conversations” in time 
for the trial. 

The defense team received the 
summaries and 400 pages of clas- 
sified documents on Thursday. 

. Prosecutors demanded this week 
that Chin, who translated classified 
documents for the CIA, provide 
more details about classified infor- - 
matron he intends to introduce in 
his defense at trial, according to 
court papers. 

Chin is accused of spying for Chi- 
“•“« 1952 and allegedly met 
with Chinese intelligence officials as 
late as March. 

Authorization to place Chin under 
surveillance was first given April 14, 
1983, by the U.S. Foreign Intelli- 
gence Surveillance Court as part “of 
an ongoing foreign counterintelli- 
gence investigation,” according to 
papers filed by the government. 

The court, a special federal panel 
to approve surveillance in foreign 
spy cases, approved both telephone 
and microphone surveillance. But 
FBI agents “never made entry into 
Chin s premises to install the micro- 
phone devices,” the documents say 
On May 27, 1983. after the court 
Tiad found Chin to be a foreign 
agent,” the attorney general author- 
ized the search of Chin’s luggage. 

This took place three days later 
when Chin checked his suitcase for a 
flight to Hong Kong, the papers said. 
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